
Atonement 
 
Mormon Doctrine 
 
Definitions Regarding Atonement 
Salvation comes because of atonement.  (Mormon Doctrine pg. 61) 
 
To atone is to ransom, reconcile, expiate, redeem, reclaim, absolve, 
propitiate, make amends, pay the penalty. (Mormon Doctrine pg. 62) 
 
Immortality comes as a free gift, by grace of God alone, without works 
of righteousness.  Eternal Life is the reward for “obedience to the laws 
and ordinances of the Gospel.” (Third Article of Faith) Mormon 
Doctrine, pg 62) 
 
“We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may  
be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.” 
(Third Article of Faith) 
 
The Atonement Includes Jesus “Literally being Begotten of God” 
The atonement came by the power of God and not of man, and to 
understand it one must believe that our Lord was literally the Son of 
God (an immortal Personage) and of Mary (a mortal woman).  
(Mormon Doctrine, pg. 64) 
 
Atonement Extends to Other Worlds/Sons/Daughters 
Now our Lord’s jurisdiction and power extend far beyond the limits of 
this one small earth on which we dwell.  He is, under the Father, the 
Creator of worlds without number. (Moses 1:33)  And through the power 
of his atonement the inhabitants of these worlds, the revelation says, “are 
begotten sons and daughters unto God.” (D&C 76:24), which means that 
the atonement of Christ, being literally and truly infinite, applies to an 
infinite number of earths. (Mormon Doctrine, pg 65) 
 
 “That by him, and through him, and of him, the worlds are and were 
created, and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters 
unto God.”  (D&C 76:24) 
 
 

Atonement = Might Be Saved 
“And this is the gospel, the glad tidings, which the voice out of the 
heavens bore record unto us – That he came into the world, even Jesus, 
to be crucified for the world, and to bear the sins of the world, and to 
sanctify the world, and to cleanse it from all unrighteousness; That 
through him all might be saved...”  (D&C 76:40-42)   
 
TWOFOLD NATURE OF ATONEMENT.  The atonement of Jesus 
Christ is of a twofold nature.  Because of it, all men are redeemed from 
mortal death and the grave, and will rise in the resurrection to 
immortality of the soul.  Then again, by obedience to the laws and 
ordinances of the gospel, man will receive remission of individual sins, 
through the blood of Christ, and will inherit exaltation in the kingdom 
of God, which is eternal life. (Doctrines of Salvation, pg. 123) 
 
FEW TO GAIN “AT-ONE-MENT” WITH GOD.  We often hear 
the word atonement defined as being “at-one-ment” with God.  That is 
a very small part of it.  In fact, the great majority of mankind never 
becomes one with God, although they receive atonement…We do not 
all become “at one” with God, if we mean that we are brought back 
again and given the fullness of life which is promised to those who 
keep the commandments of God and become the sons and daughters of 
God.”  (Doctrines of Salvation, pg. 125) 
 
Current Teaching on Atonement 
The great sacrifice he made to pay for our sins and overcome death is 
called Atonement. (Gospel Principles, pg 71) 
 
We accept Christ’s atonement by placing our faith in him.  Through 
this faith, we repent of our sins, are baptized, receive the Holy Ghost, 
and obey his commandments.  We become faithful disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  We are forgiven and cleansed from sin and prepared to return 
and live forever with Heavenly Father… 
 
Christ did his part to atone for sins.  To make his atonement fully 
effective in our lives, we must strive to obey him and repent of our 
sins… 
 



Elder Boyd K. Packer of the Council of the Twelve gave the following 
illustration to show how Christ’s atonement makes it possible to be 
saved from sin if we do our part… 
 
“’Then,’ said the benefactor, ‘you will pay the debt to me and I will 
set the terms.  It will not be easy, but it will be possible…”  (Gospel 
Principles, pp. 75-77) 
 
GREATEST SUFFERING WAS IN GETHSEMANE.  We speak 
of the passion of Jesus Christ.  A great many people have the idea that 
when he was on the cross, that was his great suffering.  His great 
suffering was before he ever was placed on the cross.  It was in the 
Garden of Gethsemane that the blood oozed from the pores of his 
body:…That was not when he was on the cross; that was in the garden.  
That is where he bled from every pore in his body. (Doctrines of 
Salvation, pg 130) 
 
ATONEMENT AND SINS UNTO DEATH.  Joseph Smith taught 
that there were certain sins so grievous that man may commit, that 
they will place the transgressors beyond the power of the atonement of 
Christ.  If these offenses are committed, then the blood of Christ will 
not cleanse them from their sins even if they repent.  Therefore their 
only hope is to have their own blood shed to atone, as far as possible, 
in their behalf.  This is scriptural doctrine, and is taught in all the 
standard works of the Church.  The doctrine was established in the 
beginning… (Doctrines of Salvation, pg 135) 
 
Biblical Doctrine 
 
Christ’s Atonement 
Hebrews 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His 
own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption. 
Hebrews 10:4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats 
could take away sins. 
 
Forgiveness 
Matthew 26:28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins. 

Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots. 
 
Redemption 
Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 
Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to 
take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation,  
 
Ransomed 
Matthew 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 For there is one God and one Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time, 
 
Sanctified 
Hebrews 13:12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the  
people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

Justified 
Romans 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 
Romans 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
 

Reconciled 
Romans 5:10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
2 Corinthians 5:18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us 
to Himself through Jesus Christ,… 



2 Corinthians 5:19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
Propitiation 
1 John 2:2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the whole world. 
1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 
Blood Shed on the Cross (Not in the Garden) 
Ephesians 2:16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 
Philippians 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of 
the cross. 
Colossians 1:20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by 
Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross. 
Colossians 2:14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of no effect. 
1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 
 
Works Do Not Justify 
Galatians 2:16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the 
law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 

Galatians 3:11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of 
God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” 
Galatians 5:4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who 
attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 
 
Saved From - To 
Colossians 1:13-14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness 
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive by the Spirit, 
 
Only One Unpardonable Sin 
Matthew 12:31-32 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy 
will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it 
will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it 
will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 
 
True Forgiveness of Debt (Jesus’ Parable compared to Elder Packer’s) 
Matthew 18:23-35 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king 
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to 
settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with 
his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. The 
servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with 
me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved with 
compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. “But that servant went 
out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what 
you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ And he would not, but went 
and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow 
servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told 
their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 



begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow 
servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered 
him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. “So My 
heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not 
forgive his brother his trespasses.” 


