
Salvation & Grace 
 
Mormon Doctrine 
 
Salvation 
1. Unconditional or General Salvation, that which comes by grace 
alone without obedience to gospel law, consists in the mere fact of 
being resurrected.  In this sense salvation is synonymous with 
immortality; it is the inseparable connection of body and spirit so that 
the resurrected personage lives forever. This kind of salvation 
eventually will come to all mankind, excepting only the sons of 
perdition... 
But this is not the salvation of righteousness, the salvation which the 
saints seek.  Those who gain only this general or unconditional 
salvation will be judged according to their works and receive their 
places in a terrestrial or a telestial kingdom.  They will, therefore, be 
damned; their eternal progression cut short; they will not fill the full 
measure of their creation, but in eternity will be ministering servants to 
more worthy people. (Mormon Doctrine, pg 669) 
 
2. Conditional or Individual Salvation, that which comes by grace 
coupled with gospel obedience, consists in receiving an inheritance in 
the celestial kingdom of God.  This kind of salvation follows faith, 
repentance, baptism, receipt of the Holy Spirit, and continued 
righteousness to the end of one’s mortal probation (D&C 20:29; 2 Ne. 
9:23-24)… 
Even those in the celestial kingdom, however, who do not go on to 
exaltation, will have immortality only and not eternal life.  Along with 
those of the telestial and terrestrial worlds they will be “ministering 
servants, to minister for those who are worthy of a far more, and 
exceeding, and an eternal weight of glory.”  They will live “separately 
and singly” in an unmarried state “without exaltation, in their saved 
condition, to all eternity. (D&C 132:16-17) (Mormon Doctrine, pg 
669) 
 
3. Salvation in its true and full meaning is synonymous with exaltation 
or eternal life and consists in gaining an inheritance in the highest of 
three heavens within the celestial kingdom…This full salvation is 

obtained in and through the continuation of the family unit in eternity, 
and those who obtain it are gods. (D&C 131:1-4; 132) 
Full salvation is attained by virtue of knowledge, truth, righteousness, 
and all true principles.  Many conditions must exist in order to make 
such salvation available to men.  Without atonement, the gospel, the 
priesthood, and the sealing power, there would be no salvation…If it 
had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would be no 
salvation.  There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Ladder-day Saints. (Doctrine of Salvation, vol 2, pp 1-350) 
(Mormon Doctrine, pg 670) 
 
Salvation by Grace 
…one of the untrue doctrines found in modern Christendom is the 
concept that man can gain salvation (meaning in the kingdom of God) 
by grace alone and without obedience.  This soul-destroying doctrine 
has the obvious effect of lessening the determination of an individual 
to conform to all of the laws and ordinances of the gospel, such 
conformity being essential if the sought for reward is in reality to be 
gained. 
Immortality is a free gift and comes without works or righteousness of 
any sort; all men will come forth in the resurrection because of the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ. (I Corin 15:22)  In and of itself the 
resurrection is a form of salvation meaning that men are thereby saved 
from death, hell, the devil, and endless torment. (2 Ne. 9:17-27)… 
Salvation in the celestial kingdom of God, however, is not salvation by 
grace alone.  Rather, it is salvation by grace coupled with obedience to 
the laws and ordinances of the gospel.  (Third Article of Faith) 
(Mormon Doctrine, pg 670-671) 
 
“God who is rich in mercy,” Paul explained, “For his great love 
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, “by grace ye are saved [meaning in 
the celestial kingdom]);  And hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus [meaning in the celestial 
kingdom];  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  For 
by grace are ye saved through faith [meaning salvation in the celestial 
kingdom]; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God [meaning 
that salvation in the kingdom of God is predicated on the atonement of 



Christ and that man of himself could not bring it to pass]:  Not of 
works, lest any man should boast [meaning that salvation cannot come 
by the works of man, and specifically not by the works or performance 
of Mosaic dispensation].  For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them [meaning that obedience is essential to celestial 
salvation].” Paul then goes on to compare the performances (works) of 
he Mosaic day, that is, “the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances,” with the gospel requirement that obedience is essential to 
salvation, explaining that only by the blood of Christ” can man be 
reconciled. (Eph 2)  (Mormon Doctrine, pg 672) 
 
 
Biblical Doctrine 
 
Salvation Doesn’t Equal Resurrection (Everyone will be Resurrected) 
John 5:24-29 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word 
and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most 
assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 
For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have 
life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, 
because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is 
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and 
come forth— those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, 
and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 
 
Resurrection Doesn’t Equal Immortality  
Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat 
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there 
was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each 
one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the 

lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in 
the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 
 
Wages of Sin is Death 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
John 8:23-24 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. Therefore I said 
to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am 
He, you will die in your sins.” 
 
Salvation is Being Saved From Our Sins (Death) by Jesus Christ 
Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 
John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
Salvation is Dependent on Believing in Jesus Christ 
John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
Acts 16:30-31 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.” 
Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 
Romans 10:13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 
 
Salvation Equals Receiving an Inheritance 
1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through 
faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 



Salvation Equals Being with God the Father & Jesus Christ 
Luke 23:42-43 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You 
come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to 
you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
Revelation 21:22-24 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no need of the sun 
or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The 
Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in 
its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 
 
Jesus is the Way to the Father & Not Works/Belonging to a Church 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through Me. 
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive by the Spirit, 
Colossians 1:19-20 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the 
fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, 
by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross. 
 
Salvation is By Grace Alone! 
Ephesians 2:4-10 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 

Galatians 1:6-9 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him 
who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is 
not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert 
the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone 
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him 
be accursed. 
Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you 
now being made perfect by the flesh? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


